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15 
The Coloration of Birds' Eggs. (Cont.? 

in the df3ep blotches of the Snxpe, as well as the rnanifold markings of the 
gulls, tould all seem to be due to a difference in ag;b. The young hen 
starts out wlth well-filled pigment {;lands and uses her paints liberally, 
falling off even in her >rst clatch Should she lay R second brood the 
same year, these will be uniformly paler. As the years go on the coloring 
matter will be used more sparingly, and, excepting of course individual 
malformation or ill heanth, the eg;g;s of the lovtest coloration in any species 
rill be laid by the oldest birds. 

__ _ __ *_ _ __ _ 

CROSSBILIS FEEDING ON SALT. 

By L, D. Lindsley. 

The following obserxrationt t-zere made rzos>ly in th) -rinter tims whxle a 
flock of these birds staered around m-r studio on t alfe Chelan, eastern 
Washington. Noticing, them one day orX arl old hypo barrel that was out in 
the snow, I saw that they were running their tong;ues along on the crystaltzed 
hypo. After watching them for seareral da3rs at tnis procedure, it occurred 
to tnw theBr vrere hunting salt. Clea,ng the snow fr.om a spot of ;round., 
I 6prinkled it vIith salt. Thz3 birds soon foui^. it and T had a bunch of 
friends .for the rest of the vrinter. In the ,-q;rnin; xJhen I wont to the 
studio the bircls Vould be waitin; fWor their nip of saltX luieedless to say 
my camera was on the job during the lN-inter and I obtaikled a number of 
pictures of these interestin; birds . The k a+. gest number of birds I sar 
irl the flock at osle tim2 vsas twerlty-eie,ht -- all on the ground together. 

While the flock ras eatlng salt there was al;awrs from one to two sentinels 
The guards alays had their heads on one side n looking into tile air for 
hawks, no doubt. tt times the vYhole flock xrould rise osf the grourld three 
or four.feet, then all would go back again to their eatin;. I don't knox 
how the signal was ,iaren, but they were certainly uniformiy even in 
arising and alighting. 

To p,et at the salt they l7.rould put their heads on one side and run the 
tonp,ue along the ground. They do this no doubt orl account of their crossed 
bills. There seexas to be rlo regularity in the ctossing of the bills as I 
found birds with the upper bill crossed on the leSt side of bhe lor;er bill 
and xrice versa. In fli^¢ht these birds are ve;*y erratic, atith a rapid 
upward and downx-ard motron. In alix7hting it doesn't seem to bother them. 
whether they land upside do--rn or wrong srde to; they are careless of 
equslibrium. The male is of a reddish brown color arld the fer,lale has a 
light lemon-yellow bseast arld a du.ll grey back. The young birds ap:ear 
before the snomr has left the ground 

These birds -rill also gather around places in the snow where dishwater 
has been throxznX At times the little Pnne Siskin will join bhem, scolding; 
a}l the time and tryiwg to l?ick a scrap. During the winter I counted no 
less than twelGre differnnt kinds of birds that came for salt X among these 
being the Grosbea* They seemed to get the idea from the Crosebills. Some 
of the birds ^7ew dotwqn and acted as though they had come to see what was 
going on. The Crossbills leSt as soon as sprir came and i later came 
across them during the swrgner in the pine fvrens in the mountains They 
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